June 16, 1999

Now I have read the Ten Command-
ments, I did not merely watch the Hol-
lywood version, and I seem to recall
that they teach us thou shall not kill,
and yet assault weapons which the
NRA fought to keep on our streets kill.
Saturday night specials, the small
cheap guns favored by criminals, kill.
Weapons purchased unchecked today at
gun shows or in the future bought in
the parking lots of gun shows, thanks
to a loophole wider than the part in the
Red Sea, kill.

The man who played Moses and his
supporting cast here in Congress
should go back and read their script:
Thou shall not kill.

Once again it is clear what the let-
ters GOP stand for: Guns over people.

———

TURNING OUR PUBLIC LANDS
INTO A MUSEUM?

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, here we
go again. The Clinton administration is
planning to ban the public use on over
5 million acres of public land in six
States. “Why?”’, my colleagues ask?
Well, it seems to appease the liberal
extremists, the environmentalists and
specific special environmental inter-
ests before the 2000 presidential elec-
tions.

Why would this administration deny
all Americans, young and old, the right
to recreate on their public lands? Why
would they want to stop recreation,
hunting, fishing, horseback riding and
biking? Is there a goal to turn our pub-
lic lands into a museum?

The President wants to use his au-
thority under the Antiquities Act to
stop and prohibit every type of rec-
reational use except walking and, get
this, meditating, on these 5 million
acres. The Clinton administration
claims to know what is best for our
public lands, but it’s plain to see that
they know nothing about management,
about multiple use, about the right of
my constituents to use their public
lands for recreational purposes. The ad-
ministration should be ashamed for
using our Nation’s environmental laws
as political tools and, not to mention,
a means to preserve the assets across
this country.

————

GUNS PREVENT MORE CRIME
THAN ANYTHING ELSE

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I
voted for the Brady bill. I voted to ban
certain semiautomatic weapons. I hon-
estly tried to help. But enough is
enough. Guns are a two-edge sword,
dangerous for sure, but guns prevent
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more crime than anything else in
America, and no one is saying it.

Mr. Speaker, armed robbers just do
not fear the welcome wagon, and all
the policemen in the world, and I used
to be one, may never get there in time.

I say be careful, Congress. Certainly
guns are a symptom of great problems
in America. But guns are not the root
causation of all these problems in
America.

——————

GUN CONTROL DEBATE DRIVEN BY
POLITICS

(Mr. EWING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.).

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I
talked about this same issue, and I
talked about politics, politics, politics,
and, yes, I believe that politics are
driving the agenda on this debate. We
are going to hear vitriolic attacks from
the Democratic side of the aisle when
we ought to be settling down to discuss
what we can do to improve our laws, to
improve the regulations, and, yes, to
improve the enforcement of the laws on
the books.

Mr. Speaker, it does no good to pass
another law if we are not going to do
anything about it. Over 6000 incidents
since 1996 through 1998 reported of ju-
veniles with possession of firearms at
school; only 17 were prosecuted.

Mr. Speaker, I have to refer to the
language of our Vice President when he
distorts the facts and says one can
walk into a gun shop and a pawn shop
anywhere in America and buy a hand-
gun if they are 18.

Not so. Let us tone it down. Let us
work together.

————

STOP IMPORT OF HIGH CAPACITY
GUN CLIPS

(Ms. DEGETTE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks and include therein extraneous
material.)

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, in 1997
Officer Bruce Vanderjagt in Denver was
gunned down by a gun using a semi-
automatic weapon clip that held far
more than 10 rounds of ammunition.
People were shocked. We thought we
banned these clips in 1995 when we
passed the Crime Control Act, but un-
fortunately these clips, which have the
only purpose as killing a human being,
are widely available and legally avail-
able in gun shops throughout this
country because of a loophole in that
act. That loophole allows the unre-
stricted import of these high capacity
magazines from countries like China,
Russia and Eastern Europe.

The Senate had the wisdom to pass
legislation stopping this loophole and
banning these clips that have the only
purpose as killing humans. I urge in
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the next few days that the House do
the same and enact this sensible piece
of legislation which will stop these
clips that only kill human beings.

———
SERGEANT BOB BRYANT AND LUC
COUTURE EXEMPLIFY NEW

HAMPSHIRE’S COMMUNITY SPIR-
IT

(Mr. BASS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to the New Hampshire
Fish and Game Sergeant Bob Bryant
and Luc Couture of the New Hampshire
Department of Transportation and
more than 550 friends and neighbors
who searched the woods of Berlin, New
Hampshire, through the early morning
hours on May 25 to find 3-year-old
Cameron Patry. Sergeant Bryant and
Mr. Couture found the young boy after
he had been lost for more than 20 cold
and rainy hours in the dense woods.
These 2 State of New Hampshire em-
ployees, along with hundreds of volun-
teers who helped with the search, best
exemplify our community’s spirit, ca-
maraderie, compassion in New Hamp-
shire and all of America. Although
cold, wet and tired, young Cameron
was found in good shape and returned
to his worried parents.

To Sergeant Bryant, Mr. Couture and
all those who gave their time, prayers
and comfort to the Patry family I
would like to express my sincere appre-
ciation, as does the grateful State of
New Hampshire and Congress.

————

POINT REYES FARMLAND
PROTECTION ACT OF 1999

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I am
back. I am back because our country
continues to lose farmland at an
alarming rate. I am back because I
again have introduced legislation to
protect the beautiful farmland near the
Point Reyes National Seashore in my
congressional district just north of San
Francisco, across the Golden Gate
Bridge.
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This land is 40 miles from San Fran-
cisco. It is under heavy threat for de-
velopment, and because of that, I am
introducing the Point Reyes Farmland
Protection Act of 1999, H.R. 2202.

This bill establishes that a local-Fed-
eral partnership, completely voluntary,
will make it possible for landowners to
sell their conservation easements, and
that these local landowners are willing
sellers. The goal is to protect the pro-
ductive and pristine family farms that
are a way of life in my district.

In the last Congress I had similar leg-
islation that was supported by 228 bi-
partisan cosponsors. Please join me to



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T10:23:56-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




